
Five Kinds of Sentences 
 

 

S-V  Subject   Verb 

  Birds fly. 

  I ran. 

  The plane was moving. 

 

 

 

S-V-DO Subject   Verb   Direct object 

  We ate cake. 

  Carly found the keys. 

  The city was building the roads. 

 

 

 

S-LV-PA Subject   Linking verb   Predicate adjective 

  Jacob was tall. 

  The fence appeared broken. 

  Our dogs were smelly. 

 

 

 

S-LV-PN Subject   Linking verb   Predicate nominative 

  Travis is the pitcher. 

  Our quarterback was the MVP. 

  My cousins were the Canadians. 

 

 

S-V-IO-DO Subject   Verb   Direct object 

 

  We gave Robert a cake. 

  Abbey sent me the shirt. 

  Nike made him new shoes. 

 



Parsing a Sentence 
 

1. Cross out any Prepositional Phrases. 

Here are some common prepositions.  Locate the preposition and cross off the phrase that follows 

it.   
about above across after against 

along amid among around at 

before behind below beneath beside(s) 

between beyond but (except) by despite 

down during except for from 

in inside into near of 

off on outside over past 

regarding since through throughout to 

towards under underneath until unto 

up upon with within without 

 

 Examples: 

  I ran with the track team. 

  In the morning Grandma made pancakes before we woke up. 

 

 

2. Cross out any Adverb Clauses 
Adverb clauses are dependent clauses.  The main subject and verb will not be located in them.  

Adverb clauses start with words such as: after, although, because, if, since, that, unless, until, when. 

 

 Since we were meeting at the movies I didn’t leave until 7:00. 

 Jennifer ran to the house because the lightning hit the tall tree nearby. 

 

 

3. Cross out any Appositives. 
The main subject and verb will never be in the appositive. 

 

 In the morning, Dr. Phillips, my father’s oldest friend, drove to the hospital in Newark. 

 

 

4. Find the Verb Phrase. 
Add “Yesterday” or “Tomorrow” at the front of the sentence and see which word changes. 

The word that changes is the main verb.  Look in front of the main verb for helping verbs. 

 

 In the morning Tim ran two miles. 

 Tomorrow in the morning Tim will run two miles. “ran” is the verb. 

 

 

5. Find the subject. Ask “who or what?” in front of the verb. 
 

In the morning Tim ran two miles.  

Who ran? Tim ran. “Tim” is the subject. 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Determine if the Verb is an Action or Linking Verb. 
Some verbs are always linking verbs.  Some verbs can be action or linking verbs. 

To tell the difference, say the word “very” after the verb. 

If it makes sense, it’s a linking verb.  If it doesn’t make sense, it’s an action verb. 

 

   The cake tasted good.   The dog tasted the cake. 

  The cake tasted very good.  The dog tasted very the cake. 

  Makes sense – Linking Verb  Doesn’t make sense – Action Verb 

 
Always a Linking Verb Sometimes a Linking Verb 

am 

is 

are 

was  

were 

be 

being 

been 

seem 

appear 

remain 

become 

grow 

stay 

look 

smell 

sound 

taste 

feel 

 

 

 

For Linking Verbs 

 

5. If the verb is a linking verb, ask 
who or what? after the verb to find 
predicate nominatives and 
adjectives. 

 

The cake tasted good. 

The cake tasted what?  Good 

Since “good” describes the cake, it’s a 

predicate adjective. 

 

Marco was the captain. 

Marco was what? The captain.   

Since “captain” is a noun, it’s a predicate 

nominative. 

 

For Action Verbs: 

 

5. If the verb is an action verb, ask 
who or what? after the verb to find 
any direct objects. 

 

In the morning Tim ran two miles.  

Tim ran what?  Two miles  

“Two miles” is the direct object. 

 

6. If there is a direct object, ask who 
or what the object was given to. 
This is the indirect object. 
 

She made us cookies.  

She made what? Cookies  

“Cookies” is the direct object. 

Who got the cookies?  Us 

“Us” is the indirect object. 

 


